
HRSA’s Public Health Training Centers 

Public Health is Like….. 

● “A box of 
chocolates…. 
you never know
what your gonna
get,” Forrest
Gump. 

So…... 
● Build the 

evidence-base 
for public health 
practice 

http://www.phf.org/Link.htm
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Building the Evidence-
Base 

●	 Science is contributing to advances in public 
health practice 

● Research methods have been developed 
• Donabedian - Structure, Process, Outcome 

● Performance and capacity can be measured 
• National Public Health Performance Standards Program 

● More and better data are needed 
• Public Health Expenditures 

●	 A public health practice branch of health services 
research is emerging 
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What is Public Health 
Practice Research? 

“...a field of inquiry using quantitative and 
qualitative methodology to examine the 
impact of the organization, staffing, and 
management of systems on the access 
to, delivery, cost, outcomes , and quality 
of population-based services.” 

Council on Linkages, January 2002. 
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Where WE are headed 

From Research…. ● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

Development of a national 
public health services 
research agenda 
Establishment of an on­
going research public 
health services research 
forum 
Pilot 3-4 Centers of 
Excellence in public health 
services research 
Establishment of a public 
health services research 
leadership collaborative 
Creation of doctoral level 
public health services 
research fellowships 

To action….




HRSA’s Public Health Training Centers 

Organizing Public Health 
Services Research 

● 

●	 10 Essential Public 
Health Services 

●	 CDC’s 7 Core 
Capacities 

● 

Preventive Services 
● Others 

Healthy People 2010 

Guide to Community 



Table 1 


FRAM EW O RK FO R

PUBLIC HEALTH PRACTICE RESEARCH AG ENDA


� E ssentia l P ublic H ealth S e rvices 
(S ourc e : P ublic H ealth F unc tions S teering C o m m ittee) 

H e a lth y P eople 2010 O b je ctives C ategorie s 

P ro m ote H ealth 
B ehavio rs 

P rom ote H ealth y 
and S a fe 

C o m m unitie s 

Im prove 
S ystem s fo r 

P e rsonal a n d 
P ublic H ealth 

P revent and 
R educe D is ease 

and D is o rders 

C hapters 

O b je ctives (s ingular o r grouped) 

1.  Mo n itor  health sta tu s to ide ntify co m m un ity 
h ealth p ro b lem s 

In eac h b o x… . 

♦ W hat do w e need to k now to b e effective — in te rventions, c auses, 
m e thod ological  res earch? 

♦ W hat do w e k now? 

♦ In fo being us ed? 

♦ N e e d to bette r diss em inate? 

♦ N e e d to bette r trans la te? 

♦ W hat do w e not know ? 

♦ W hat s pecific questions need to be answ ered? 

♦ W hat research is underway and wh en w ill it b e c o m p le ted? 

P rio rity setting… 

♦ T a ke key d im ensions of c olum ns and ro ws 

♦ H ow im porta n t to k now to deliver E P H S ? 

♦ H o w doable? H o w eas y to answ er question? 

2. D iagn ose and in ve s tigate he alth p ro b lem s 
a nd h ealth haza rds in th e co m m unity 

3. In fo rm , e d u ca te , a n d e m pow e r peo ple abou t 
h ealth iss ues 

4. Mo bilize com m un ity p artne rships to ide ntify 
a nd s o lve health p roblem s 

5. D e ve lo p po lic ie s an d p lans that  supp ort 
in d ivid ual  and co m m un ity he alth e ffo rts 

6. E n fo rc e la w s a n d reg ulations that  p ro te ct 
h ealth and ens ure sa fe ty 

7. L ink peo ple to n eed ed p e rso nal  h ealth 
s e rvices  a n d a ssu re the p ro vis ion o f he  a lth 
c a re w h en o therwise u nava ilable 

8. A ssu re a c om p e te n t pub lic health a n d 
p e rso nal  h ealth ca re w o rkfo rc e 

9. E valua te effectivene ss, a cce ssib ility, and 
q uality of  p erso nal  and popu la tio n -b a sed 
h ealth service s 

10. R e se a rch for  n e w ins ights an d in n o va tive 
s o lu tions to he alth p ro b lem s 
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Today's Questions, 
Tomorrows Answers? 

HP 2010 Objective: Increase proportion of young children 
receiving recommended vaccines 

? Diagnose and investigate - How useful are state and local 
registries for diagnosing the problem? 

? Mobilize partnerships - Do existing partnerships make a 
difference? 

? Assure a competent workforce - With frequent changes in 
vaccine recs., how can this be assured? 

? Research - Does integrating immunizations into non­
healthcare settings reduce access to and use of primary 
care services? 



To improve the practice of 
public health by providing 
leadership in research, 
development, and 
implementation of science-
based performance 
standards. 

HRSA’s Public Health Training Centers 

National Public Health 
Performance Standards 
Program (NPHPSP) 
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What it is….. 

A partnership effort with national and 
state public health organizations to 
improve the public health delivery system 
through... 
● The development of local and state

performance standards; 
● The systematic collection and

analysis of performance data; 
● A national leadership effort to

improve system wide performance. 
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Long Term GoalsLong Term Goals 

● Increase quality and performance.


● Increase accountability to policy

makers in local communities.


●	 Increase science base in public 
health practice. 
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GOALS . . .Improve Quality 
& Performance 
GOALS . . .Improve Quality 
& Performance 

● Create objective measures that 
define performance expectations 
(e. g., defined elements of a 
community surveillance system). 

● Collect data for benchmarking. 

● Provide impetus for action... 
“What gets measured gets done.” 
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GOALS . . . . . . . . . . 
Increase Accountability 
GOALS . . . . . . . . . . 
Increase Accountability 

● Provide objective data for defining 
the value of public health 
(e.g., public health’s role in 
containing E. coli outbreaks). 

● Provide performance data for 
community action. 

● Highlight best practices. 
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GOALS . . . . 
Increase Science Base 
for Public Health Practice 

GOALS . . . . 
Increase Science Base 
for Public Health Practice 

● Provide a scientific basis for better 
decision-making (e.g., using the
Guide to Community Preventive
Services for intervention planning). 

● Provide useful comparative data for
evaluation. 

● Strengthen external leverage in
partnership activities. 
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National Public Health 
Performance Standards 
Program 

What gets


MEASURED

gets


DONE !




HRSA’s Public Health Training Centers 

National Public Health 
Performance Standards 
Program 

What gets 

MEASURED 
gets 

BETTER ! 


	Linkages Council: 


